THE LABOUR PROBLEM
a notion that any measure can be converted into
economic law if only a parliamentary majority
can be induced to enact it. Hence the economic
relations of the social order have fallen a prey to
politics, and democracy has set itself to make or
to improve economic laws. The politically potent
portions of the community are making laws in
their own interest, and using their political power
to procure themselves economic advantages re-
gardless of consequences, and without counting
the cost. To all appearance with a great measure
of success. Wages are raised and wealth is levelled.
No one seems to realize that economic laws can-
not be defied with impunity: such defiances have
always in the end to be paid for by the com-
munity, and too long and too severe a drain on
its resources must end in economic collapse.
The beginnings of this process ante-date the
War; it may be said to have begun when organ-
ized labour was given the power to hold up the
community, and when progressive taxation began
to be used as a means of redistributing wealth*
But the War enormously accelerated the process,
and the propaganda, intended to keep up the
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